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An ode to manual labor and the human spirit that
makes it bearable.

Unable to find work in his field, our narrator starts to pick
up casual shifts in the fish processing plants and
abattoirs of Brittany. Day after day, he records with
infinite precision the nature of work on the production
line: the noise, the exhaustion, the dreams stolen by

the repetitive nature of wearying rituals and physical
suffering. But he finds solace in his life from before. While
shelling prawns, he dreams of Alexandre Dumas. While
shoving cattle carcasses, he recalls Apollinaire. And, in
the grace of the moments stolen back, devoted not to
the production line but a poetic one, we discover the
woman he loves, the happiness of a Sunday, Pok-Pok
the dog, the smell of the sea.

Sales in France: 144,000 copies

Rights Sold: Germany, England, Australia, South Korea,
Spain, Italy, Norway, Netherlands, Serbia, Sweden
Awards: Grand Prix RTL-Lire, Prix Amila-Meckert, Prix
Régine Deforges du premier roman, Prix du Premier
Roman des lecteurs des bibliothéques de la Ville de Paris,
Prix Eugene Dabit du Roman populiste

Adaptations: Several adaptations for theater



