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Ethnographies relating to different human societies. What
is an ancestor? When and how does the relationship to
ancestors become important?
The key challenge for human societies is to ensure their
renewal, despite the hazard of individual destinies and
historical events. Ethnography of different human
societies shows that the deceased are conceived very
differently. The question to which the authors of this
book seek an answer is therefore not only "what is an
ancestor?", but "when and how does the relationship to
ancestors become important, meaningful and therefore
operative?"
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